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elcome to our September

Magazine, after doing
Newsletters for the last few months, |
think I have just about got enough
material for a Mag.
The Foot and Mouth situation is still
not resolved, and our sport is still very
restricted ., Although lots of events
have taken place, especially Single
Venue Rallies.

| have had a E mail from Vernon
(Quaintance, he is operating a Web that
lists E mail address’s of Radio
Operators, including Rescue and
Recovery. I f you want to be listed send
vour Call s1gn to mailio:canary 35 $6mdio.net
with vour Radio call sign and E mail
address

Congratulations!

A little bird has told me, that one of our
well known Autotesters, who is
renowned for his calm and gentle
driving technique, has reached the ripe
old age of 50. Oh well me next!.]

Dunlop Rally Tyres

I see in the latest MSA Club bulletin ,
that competitors on Special Stage
Rallies can still use Dunlop Factory cut
slicks until the 1™ of October. It
appears there is a industrial dispute at
Dunlop delaying the manufacture of
acceptable moulded tyres.

The winning Metro 6R4 of John
Bogie/Dave Patterson on Leconfield

Cover Picture

Craig Dykes/Plug Pulleyn getting a
little too high on the yump on the
Seaking Stages on Leconfield,in their

class winning MK2 Escort
Picture coutersey of Mad Yideo



LEAGUE 2001
After moving up to 2™ Place overall after the Armstrong Massey, Round 6 was a
Autotest held on 19" August (Same date as our Leconfield event). , we had no entries
in this and we dropped to 3™ Overall

Top Ten Clubs

llkley 1294.7
Sporting Escort Owners 1044.9
North Humberside 809.1
Y.S5.CC T772.7
Airedale & Pennine T68.1
Beverley 739.6
Huddersfield 737.2
Alwoodley 551.5
York 445.1
Sheffield & Hallamshire 377.0

There are 4 more rounds left

The Lookout Stages on Melbourne on 9" September

York Autotest at Tockwith on 16™ September

A Road Rally by Sheffield & Hallam on 29/30 September

Final event (new event) Autotest by Alwoodley venue TBA 4" November

Larkspeed League Prize Presentation at Pontefract on Saturday 24™ November.

Obituary

It is with deep sadness that | have to announce the death of Liz Young., Liz will be
known to all who marshal on Rallies, as a stalwart of Malton Motor Club and
organiser of Marshal’s training days. She will be sadly missed.



MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

UARITIE CIAQDON

THE MEAT OF THE MEET

Wheels reader {1 knew il we
A'puhﬁjhm.‘.‘ long enough we'd

stumnble across one) reckons
| underpiayed the impoctance of
“rhe HIEEHF‘-E when wnibing
recendly abour trawlinp for
spondosship. Fair comment
biecause thie abm in phoning ot
-.-.ru:-an, ke palential sponsars
should ke fo fix 2 meeting; no
sponsor —well, no sponsar with
any sens# — 5 likely o commait
without sceing pou.

5o, with a meeting fixed, how
di you make the mase impact? By
plannirg and eaking 1t all very
seravusiy; 1F you aee slapdash, you
are signalling thar either your
pirch g¢ the person youw are
approaching isn't Empartant — not
the way to make feiends and
influence people, Connder: of you
are hopang for sponsosship for a
en rwnr:hnmpiun:hip. rheam ig
fodlows chas & mesting to land
ST 35 SEN TiMEs 35 impoane
as any single-evens

When you've deceded what
you've gor to say, establish who
sizpuld say it af it's & club meking
A gutcly, ehis needn't be ehe
chatrman of somenne e 14 more
persuasive, whibe if you have
somenne whio s 3 biz abeasive bur
& great Characrer “0nCe you ges im
know him', keave him out of the
MEEFIng,

Omnoe you've estahlished wiho
shiould attend 3 meenmg [and
svoid going mob harnded) 1 chink
it's worh appointiag a leader; he
of she should have 3 sgnalling
system (perhaps by scranching an
car) ro indicate that a speaker
should shur up; hivting them over
the head with a chair will have a
similar result. Many done deals
fave been ursold ar the las
minuie theough people rabbuning
on o0 long

The eeam should rum throwegh
chieir pitch bue not rehearse to the
point where it becomes stale; if in
duubit sharven it, Then all yoa've
gat to g s make the presentaticn
and drive away with the cheque

ot quite. There's one ather
rhing 1o conseder: visual aids. ['ve
it hse |t because they are the
leass impamant, Your words have
ru conwvinee; if you nesd pictires
b prop them up then they're
perhaps oot strong ennagh

Mevercheless, illusirations may
seifl bielp bur do pracise with
WNRLEVET SVSIEM ¥ou P&IIL [{ERTETS
b show them. 33 mon shides 1oc
long escablished bue have an
unCEnny way of gemmg out of
arder ar upside down; "ve seen
bath happen in the last couple of
weeks. Compurer generared and
apesated slides are mopre
sophisticated and foolproof aren’s

they? Pull the other one, Wichin
the same two weeks I've seen a
recalitrant system reduce an
audience to hysencs, The
laughrer was largely due to the
Fzct that the puch in question was
about the ka-tech services bring
wlfered by the presenter]

amch disasteds peunforce my
view that il you ondy face an
audience of half a dazen ar s, a
simple series of flipover
lustracions is as gond as
anything. %och a scheme is mpre
fiexibe than the others because
yau can cut things by turning over
a few ar a nme and you don's have
o greeh around looking for a
pOwer pOIE OF erecting a screen
Foolpeoof? Well, [ thoughr so il
I recenry set ap my bolder with a
Howrizh . .. then watched it unfold
because ['d Forgotten o fasren a
TEfIMInE Strap. A b r.n.|.1p-:rr| it
naturally knocked aver the
macketing dirsctor's coffes; i
dtidn’t help thar she torally
misinterpreced my fumbling
acrempts to wipe it off ber dress.

Anyway, when you'ne through,
follow up any promises you maiks,
whether oo supply more
ufarmarion ar whatever, and then
have 4 debrieling meenng o
comsider how you can improve
yaar pitch of yoa have o make it
agaim. You will, Frosart Trrmer

AU

MERCEDES IN MOTORSPORT by
Alan Henry, Hapmes, £33,
iSBM | 35950 858 X.

This is a chromicle af Mercedes in
maos sporr, from 180, when a
Daimler V-rwen-engined Peugem
winn jennt firgd peiee i the
world's firsr modor race, Fans-
Baoaen, v the present day

Alchough cleardy o has o
pander i mederm tastes, nooce
than half of the hook deaks with
1he ghooy days up ontal 1955
when Mlercedes pulled pat of
TACIAR, and the rallying Fenta il
thereafier, and there are some
wondecful images.

Hisrorwcally, nabody has gene
racing nice thamsughly thas rhe
Swabian company, and thes might
explain wiiy this hardback leans
heawily vwards Sencedes FR: s
back-daor mvalvément i nsato
sport bor three decades (oanng

REVIEWS FROM

S CENIE
p CLASSICES

cars, Sauber} before paimiig the F1
bapdwagon is described as-a *low
profile approsch®; Jaguar dever
Hawtharn is bizmed lor thar awul
Le Mans carnage, snd puatring
Mlercedes badges om cars degigned
irrd Bt by belaren and prwered
by lnsar goes ungueestionzd

THE ROLLS-ROYCE PHAMTOM
1| AND PHANTOM 111, by Mick
‘whitaker and Steve Stuchey, fram
Complets Clamicy, £17.80 inc p&p,
PO Box 1004, Cogliden, Surrey,
CRS XEP, Tel: 020 B850 9515

Clsarly a labowr of love by
authars and publisher, chese
marvellons AS books are
diesigaed 1ot in the glovebpx
and are packed with dara,
cegeiters and a weabth of phosos
I b gallery chranscles all the
budy sryles, with fascinarieg
capricns, Did yiou ki Fap

THE BRITISH

MOTORSFORT
MARSHALS CLUB

« The BMMC lays claim o being
the largess organisasion for monor
spart macshaks in che world

» Founded in $957 with the 2im
ef providing craining and making
it simpls for enchusiases 1o
mearshal ar a range al events, the
club has expandsed o provide 2
rapge of pher services, including
insurance, reduced price regalia
and equipment,

* A Maciopal Mewshernes is
puhlished every quarier and the
clab has is own Web sine -
bp:fhwwra marshals.ciock

* Zafery = for comperirors and
speciatars a5 well a: marshals
themachves — remuing a key

| priosy Far the club whose system
| For recognising marskals” ekills

became the foundarion for an
WSA scheme for all cluby
DIE2MISNG [ACE MELTings.

= The club hes expanded irs
sphere of interest and naw has
members perfarming 3 range of
rodes ar am meerings, hill climbg
and springs.

« Rallying is anocher impossans
area of inrerest Far che BMMC 50
much so rhar o has a separace
section which provides a sumilar
range of service and recognition
of experience for marshals whinse
main interest i3 in eallying.

= Memmbers mzrshal for anything
from as few a5 a couple of days 3
year oo more than & hundeed and,
wihile the bulk of its membership &

artist Andy Warhal pwred a
Mhantpm [ *“Woedy', Farina
styled a Phanrom [0 for Masqus
Demetrin Imperiaki or thas a F330
Thrupp & Maberly limousing
was converied 1o a fire render in
Swinzeriznd? A valuable,
lascinating release.

PROTOTYPES The History of the
IMSA GTF Series by | Martin and
Kien Wells, David Bl Publishing,
L4755,

This hefey 511-page work covers
Motih America's versen ol
Group C, fromm Brian Redman's
‘A1 chamgpionship with the
brutally effecuve Lodo TAOD
the dominatson of [van Fangeo 1
in the All Amerscan Bacer's
radical Toyora Eagle M 11

As well &5 the big guns, the
birdle guys swch ax Geal, Haeaer,
Hadges, Cougar and the |G/
Thsnix all ger ceedin for giving
the deees colour and vansy.

Authior [A Marnn, sided iy
K Wells, avards the usaal race-
by-race chronology, beaving thar
i the exensive resulis sectinn, o

focug an the characters, re=ams and
specracular cars thar made GTT.

hlarnin's tesn o5 prppersd witk
incervisws fram key entsanss,
desipners and dowers perfectly
complemenning the wealth of
photographs, The 500-plas
pictures incfude several g shums,
nane more spectacular than Chip
Rohinsoa's shorr flight s
Riverside i the Groop 44 XER-T,
wlien be tangled waly Dhav Bundy's
Corverte and Lyn 5t James” Ford
Probe, Amazingly, rone of the
drivers was seriously ke

COD FILLET QUIZ
sty

7. Whial dogr the Dednanes Survey
T series nimbol of & sl
ripsgle cantaising a diot ingheated

1 How many tmes baee Coedaory

Cimar enpints pomered con
wirch el Wi Bhe Censimcines
omioralal

_'-«l- J97T Jukanere G Priv

#a was e oednienat rpanis of
|.' ¢ SHADOW ONE cory?
ANSWERS ON PAGE n

da

Wheels 301 1



UK in pole position

The biest defimicive survey of the
LUE's motorspost industry,
commisseonsd by the Motorsport
[Indusery Associamon (MIA), shows
that the ndustey contribises
zlmast £5 Billion o the British
econmemy and canrributes over
£2.2 billion eo Beztain's expiiTt
earnings, plecing it in the wp
three rxla-.'lrr earners [excluding
financial and other services).

The resubis were researched by
rhie Unpwersities of Birmingham
and Mewzastle, Cranfield
University School of Menagemenr
and Henbey Aanagement Callege,

WA chiel executive Chris
Aylets zaid: "Drurside the world of
motaripost, the size of thes Brinsh
industry and its leading position
in the global arenz & bl
known

“Thes survey reveals, for the
forst time, its spue economic valise,
with muore expart ezrrangs than
apnculiure and steel combmed. |¢
emplays same 40,080 peaple
natinwide and 13 nghe at the
heary of e knowledge-driven
ECONAMY At represents the real
furure for chis countey."

For an industry based mostly
on small husinesses cluscered
within ‘matorspart valley' - 2
swathe of sputhern England
screrching im a crescent rowghly
from Southampron to Marfolk -
UE moarsport kas achiered
stantling inrernational sucosss,
Theee-quarters af the wiarld's
single gear racing car production
is Brerish-builr, and 3% of
Fagmiula | World Champzonship
races in the past decade have been
wian by British-bundt cars

The repor goss on [o ¢xamine
the oppociunies and theeats
faced by an mdwsery based an
complex inter-relaripnships and

LepeEnaant on a constent How of
highly skilled and innovarive
employees

"In 2601, modorsport has mose
in cammon with the aeraspace
and IT industries than with the
trademional perception of
enginesning, The survey also
shows that if we are to keep our
leading place in the ficld, we have
1o work harder in areas such as
trainang and educarion, and the
promodien of the indusiry az an
excuting, and rewarding career for
young people, ™ concladed Aplen

New promoter for Rally GB

International dlogor Spors
Limniged (1855, the commersial
subsadsary of the Motor Spors
Association, has annaunced the
appointment af internatieaal
Spartswarld Commusicatess [BC)
a5 sole promarer af the Merwork
O} Bally af Grear Brirain,

130, media righs bolders of the
FIA Waorld Rally Champronship,
will atsume immediare
responsibility fur pramoting this
year’s Cardiff-based event, which
stams in the Welsh capital on
Thursday 27 Movember.

Annoanging the appoinrment,
Johs Cruenby, Chief Execusnive of
IS, sand: “This s grear news foc
the Meowoek O Bally of Great
Brivain. Our appoinement of 15C,
and their abolity to pioneec
cutting-edpe broadease
rechnology, reflests pur
commirment w developing a
showcase for rallymg i che UK
and around the world,”

David Richards, Chairman of
15C, commenned: “The Metwork
0 Rally of Great Britain has
always been one of the most
mnmnvarive founds of the World
Rally Championship, We are
dehghied ro be able o give cur full
promoticnal support to s furare
developmens, We will be working
hasd ro deamatically enhance e
TV conitenr, revolutonising the
programming while reaining the
gvenr's hundamental haritage and
characeer.”

| PARTS ABGUT... Comidjrom pepe | |
comcentrated in the UK, e
BAMAMC aleo has members in
Europe, Morth Americs and
Australasra

* For e infnrimats contact
Cheis Ssoddart on 0208 502
B4

John Quenby added: “We ace
Inoking Forward to wooking wath
[5C 1o evolve the Rally of Great
Brizain inte one of the most
cxciting events for those who
wiew it five, on television or
tivrough inperactive media.®

[5C will urilise cheir own in-car
techrology 1o change the way
Warld Championship rallying &
brozdcast to 4.8 billion TV
yvizwers world-wide,

The 21 Mepwark ) Bally of
Crreat Boutain = the LIK's largest
annual sparting event = will be
the 14th and final round of the
F1A Warld Rally Champuonshig.
Ir is sponsored for the eighth
consecutive year by Metwark (3,
Eurape's largest used car brand

Government support for
Autosport Show

Government organisation Trade
Pammers UK will support the nexe
Auteaport [ntemmational Show in
farmingham [ 10-13 January
112§, Trade Partners suppors
UK compamies wrading overseas,
with teams at over 200 Bonsh
smbasses around the world,
Teeker details ar www aubaspor-
intematicaal.com.

Enn;r‘aﬂ.ﬂaﬂms 1 .

David Mosey, Rirse MSA Eritish
Champion of 2001, for the
autatest btk in his Mini Special,

Pave Bouleon, whe won the
magshals’ pnze draw at the Bonsh
G, an expenses paid mrip for two
to a8 European GF in 2002

Welth Associaton of Mowor
Clubs, wha peesented £1 450 to a
fund estabiished for farmers
affected by Foot & MMouach
[hiseaes in Wales,

A First Aid In
- Motorsport

A new video giving a straightforward guide
to first oid for all those involved
or interasted in matorsport,

€10 incl p&p from:

It runs for just over 13 minutes and is available at

MOTORSPORT SAFETY FUND
PO Box 239, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4BL.

| by the BMMC

MARSHALS
POST -

THE b extinguishiers fae vehicle
fires are & dry powder extinguscher
to knack down the flames,
lollowed by foam. If you are sr a2
circwic, boch types of exringumsher
shiould ke ready to hand, bug if
youk ang oat ot 2 rally, % no a
bad idea to carry your own hand
held extinguisher in your car,
The besr extinguaher to boy iz
an 'ARC dry powder
extinguisher, The ABC refers i
the types of fire the extinguisher
CAR COpE With.
* Type A fires invalve sol:d
materials like wood, cloth and
paper

{ * Type B fiees invalve flammable

lequids like ail and petrod
# Type C fires inwolve flammable

Basses hike propane, butane and

naroral gas

Same dry powder extinguishers
are andy "BC exnngoishers so
won't be all chat effemive if wood
catches fice = nnt much of 2
problem om a execur, bair on g
Rally m a forest....

So, what's in fosm
extinguishers? Warer and soane
hi-tech washing up ligusd. You
will ofren see the lettess AFFF an
foam extinguishers. That sands
for “Agueous Film-Foeming
Fram" = agueons becauss of e
water and iilm forming foam
beciase che foam forms a film
wihich coods and excludes oxpgen
frm the fire.

Fire needs three things to
sustan itself = fuel, which coald
te ampthing from dry grass and
vehacle trim v petrol, oil or hrake
Fluid; bear, which can come from
the engine, & turhks, the brakes or
exhose and oxygen, ind there's
plemcy of char all around us!

Powider extinguishers knnck
down the fire, excluding oxygen
and providing instant coaling,
while the foam providss further
conling and sexls che sope of the
fire tw stop re-gricion

The besr way 10 barn abow
fire Fighting in moTarsport is o
take yourself along toa mapshals’
trming session. Slos take place
in famuary or Febeaary, before
the mew season starts, bur theee
A S mld'ﬂlﬁﬂﬂ. FEREROMS FOND.
Drecails of marshals rraining aee
aviilahle Froms the MSA, Regional
Associanions and racing clubs

[. Aloa fanes

2. Tnomgulstion slanm
I 4 nmes Cosper 5980, Loty &7
ond 45

4. Banhang [fapaasse seok howes!

B Wheels #0

Comrnpenderds i@ Shuirt Turar, oo LA Meror e Mowe, Riversads Park, Colrbraos, Fou® LI DHG



Sea King Stages Rally

Leconfield

et another successful event, although this time we had some help from our

friends at Wakefield & DMC. luckily, I was away on holiday. The event on the
day ran without incident and on time. But the hard work was done by the small band
who set up and took down the stages, especially until late on Sunday night and on the
following Monday. Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the event, but
special thanks to Ken Hailstone, Dave Cogan, John Dixon, lan & David James, Gavin
Heseltine. Pete Thackray and John Milner. I don’t think many people realise how
huge Leconfield is and what a mammoth task it is to set the venue up for the event.
We managed to get 73 starters, which was very good considering it was a new event,
and took place at a popular holiday time.

HULL SHOW

As mentioned in the last newsletter, and if you get this magazine in time, we are
having a bit of a stand at Hull Show, so pop along and see us, its free to get in (]
think!}, you might even get a beer, more likely a cup of tea.

It is on Saturday 8" September, from 10.00am to 6,00 pm, in East Park, Holderness
Road Hull.

CLUB AUTOTEST
We have a club Autotest planned for the 4™ November, as there is now a Larkspeed
event on that Date, [ will have to reschedule the event, details later.



2001 AUTOTEST CHAMPIONSHIP

Provisional results so far,

i —

t January | February | Larkspeed | Larkspeed | Larkspeed
B Round 1 |Round 2 | Round 3

Howard Everingham 59 56 115
John Taylor 10 50 48 108

Lave Stiont 10 45 a8 | S = -

Roy Heath 49 40 Bo

Rob White 35 35 | 3 | 3 L 1e0

Steve Young 39 30 31 30 30 160 |
| Ken Sturdy 54 54 |

44 44

John Dixon 31 - ' . I 31
| Adrian Young | 30 30 60

A message from lan Sadofsky, Secretary of the Event.

North Humberside
Forest Rally

| | am now actively seeking a Company or Companies (Maybe Yours!) to Sponsor the
| North Humberside Forest Rally, to help grow the Rally and also publicise and
| promote a commercial partner who would benefit from Sponsoring one of the top
| Motor Sport Events in the North of England.

| 1f you have any suggestions of any companies or organisations 1 should write to
please contact Ian Sadofsky

| Mobile
Tel
| Fax

07939 511130
01482 627131
01482 649934

| E Mail iawesadodsky freeserve couk




MARSHAL’S NEWS

As our John is on holiday, I have just the 3 events
lisrted below, also details of a training evening.

Sunday 9" September Trackrod Look Qut Stages Rally
Melbourne sign on 7.30 am

Sunday 30 th September Malton Motor Club
Dalby Gravel Sprint

Saturday 13" October Harold Palin Stages
Manby

Radio Training Evening

At Delacy Clubhouse Brotherton at the side of the Al
Friday 21* September at 8.00AM

There will be a bar, and this has been promised to be Radio Training with a
difference. Brian Avery and Chris Worboys will be in attendance.

If you are interested please call Avril Clark on 01724 342821, so she knows how
many are going.or E mail Superavril@AQL com

STOP PRESS

Marshals Required for the Dukeries Motor Club Premier Stages and Historic Rally,
the Historic Rally is a round of the MSA British Historic Rally Championship. The
Rally based at Mansfield is on Sunday 30" September, The event will use four
venues all within 20 minutes of Mansfield.1f you can help please contact the Chief
Marshal Paul Rees on 01623 404114 , or E mail paul(@rallymarshal.co.uk.



ANOTHER BELGIUM TRIP

Following last year's attempt at the YPRES Historic rally, organising this years trip
should have been straight forward, but Foot and Mouth here might make us
unwelcome in Belgium.

No information or regulations were forthcoming, Pat was Co-Driving again so he
checked a Web Site but found nothing. A bulletin from the Historic Car Register
warned that regs were not being sent out, but would need to be taken from the
internet. This being complete Gobblegook to me, | had a friend (Computer Nerd!)
down load them for me, he also informed me that about 50 crews were already listed
as entered. With a maximum of 40 British Crews and a maximum of 80 in total, time
was against us, but lack of correct bank details on the entry form, made paying the
entry fee difficult, typically Belgium.

The next hurdle was getting there, last year Gav got an excellent deal with North Sea
Ferries, this year the same crossing would have cost more than twice as much and the
dates preferred were fully booked. So Dover-Calais got our booking, myself, Pat and
(Gav would travel Sunday, because recce was only allowed Monday & Tuesday. The
second wave of Ken & Dave would travel on Wednesday night by North Sea Ferries
and travel back with us the following Sunday.

The car was fettled having not been used since the 2000 Trackrod event. The van got
a coat of paint and a service ,and the spares loaded in anticipation, no confirmation of
entry but a place on a list of 96 on the web site.

Sunday  The journey to Dover was interrupted by a puncture on the trailer in a
contra flow and later we were passed at speed by a fellow competitor, Charles
Golding, who then used up all three lanes for half a mile to gather up a wagging
Montego tow car and trailer. After a thorough disinfecting before boarding the ferry,
we arrived in France mid afternoon and drove up to YPRES to get our route details
and recce passes. Pat was again cow spotting on the way, last year we learned all
about the Belgium blue cattle and their double muscled hid quarters, that produce
better and bigger steaks, but he recapped it all for is.

Thanks Pat.

We then drove to our chalet on a nearby camp site.

Monday morning saw us recceing shortly after 7 am, trying to carry out 2 passes of
each stage, checking our notes, made by regular Co-Driver Liz Jordan. Over 12 hours
later we arrived back at our digs.

Tuesday morning saw us again starting early and follow the full route including road
sections, doing every stage at least once, another long day.

Wedensday, we had a rest and recovered from the recce., other British crews who
had just arrived carried out recces unofficially, one was stopped by a irate farmer, the
local crews practised through the night in their rally cars, but no one is penalised.

On the evening a optional practice stage is available using part of the route through a
town square, we went to watch , together with thousands of others. We began to soak
up the atmosphere and some of the lorry loads of Jupiler bottled beer. Some of the
maodern runners are having a go and make several passes. Of the historic runners,
Charles Golding’s escort seems to have similar characteristics has his montego and
trailer, being broadside for a lot of the time, the crowd love it.



Thursday

Dave and Ken arrived from the ferry having hired a car and bring with them my
driving licence which I forgot and some new brake pads for the van. Two days of
recce had taken their toll , the day was spent doing jobs on the van and rally car and
looking round the local area. W e attended the ceremony at the Menin gate in Ypres
which takes place every evening throughout the year and is dedicated to all the
commonwealth troops lost in the first world war.

Friday morning we gave the car a polish and head for scrutineering, made it near the
front of the queue, it was then lunchtime for the officials so a wait was inevitable.
When things got moving again, signing on was first, both crew members has to show
their driving licence, Pat and I had ours, but some brit crews had to have theirs faxed
from home, before being allowed to run. We have no problems with scrutineering so
we relax until its time to start.

In Boringe town centre just outside Ypres we parked up in number order along the
main street to wait for our time. The Escort Mexico in front of us is crewed by local
brothers. The Co-Driver explains in broken English that the driver has “no eyes in the
dark”so they will pull over if we catch them. Then we hear the start time has been
brought forward by 25 minutes. The first cars move off to the start ramp, one car
remains parked in the street, its that man again Charles Golding, he is sitting in a
nearby pub waiting for his original time and eventually starts 20 minutes late.

We set off over the ramp and off to the first stage, where the whole off the historic
field is parked waiting to enter the stage. A modern runner (Ben Briant) has taken out
a electricity pylon with his Mitsubishi and blocked the stage. The driver is unhurt but
but the Co-Driver needed 25 stitches in a wound to his arm and scrotum Arghh!.

The stage was eventually y cancelled , so to stage 2, we had a steady run through
without problem, catching the Mexico on the flying finish. The next stage is the
longest of the night and we catch the Mexico half way through, but the engine begins
to die and time is lost while | grope in the dark for the second fuel pump switch,
When power is restored the Mexico is nowhere in site and we eventually catch him in
a village, again near the end of the stage, no room to pass so we follow to the stage
finish.

The last stage of the night is only 3 miles long, contains just half a dozen corners and
a hairpin around a house. During the recce the house holder was out waving us round
the junction each time which was on good tarmac, when we arrived at the hairpin on
the rally it was covered in gravel and I understeered up the verge, no doubt the
householder was among the many cheering spectators, no damage done, but a little
time lost.

So off to Parc Ferme via the Start/Finish ramp at Ypres, and Boringe. It was about
1.30 am, but we managed a couple of Jupilar in one of the many bars still open before
bed.

Saturday morning first job was to get our restart time based on last night's positions.
We leave Parc Ferme about Lunch time, go to the start ramp again, interviewed on
the PA System again and into service having had to push start the car out of Parc
Ferme. I thought the starter had come away from the engine, but it had fallen apart, so



another was fitted and the bell housing bolts retightend. This was a reoccurrence of a
problem from previous rallies, that I thought was cured.

The first stage after the restart went ok, but during the next one , changing gear
became difficult and on the road to the next stage became impossible. At the stage
start I tried to adjust the clutch, but had to slam it info gear at stage starts and hairpins
and kept it in third gear for the rest of the stage, pulling over to let Chris and Hilary
(Green pass. Once at the stage finish we found the bell housing had parted company
again. So | had to force it into gear, on the way back to service each set of traffic
lights and road junctions meant crashing the gears as the starter had packed up again.
We pushed the car through the time control and were allowed to push it around the
start ramp, but were allowed no assistance and had to push some distance to service.
Dave & Ken had sourced some long nuts and bolis to go right through the bell
housing and engine as the threads in the bellhousing were w's. The exhaust had also
to be welded, we dropped some time in service but got to the next stage. First gear
was now unobtainable so I had to use second to set off, we got through that one ok
and off to the longest of the rally at 21 miles Setting off in second and pulling away
from hairpins put too much strain on the clutch and it began to slip and about halfway
into the stage it slipped too badly to continue . So I pulled off the stage and parked up
next to a broken down Datsun 240Z.of Tony Fall and Y vonne Mehta. During the
endless conversations whilst waiting for the stage to close, Tony remarked on the
shape of the cattle in the nearby field, and this was like manna from heaven to Pat
who then educated an attentive Tony and Yvonne to the superiority of Belgium blue
cattle and their double muscles.

We got back to the chalet and went to watch, then to the finish for a meal and the
presentations. People were relieved to have finished many at their 5 or 6 attempt,
which makes me think we will be back for another try next year,

My thanks to Robert Pattison (Pat) for agreeing to co-drive again, Gavin Heseltine,
Ken Hailstone and Dave Watkins for all their efforts to try and get us to the finish,
next year lets make third time lucky.

John Dixon



.




