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Welcome to the April Magazine, it contains mostly stuff about the Forest Rally, Tan James has
done a article on the history and the future of the event, | have split it into two parts, sceond
part in the next mag. | have also done a quick review of our members fared. Sorry if vou're not
really interested in the event, but it is our main event of the vear,

[1s really great to see 50 many members, ex-members, fricnds of members. friends of ex-
members ete, ete in fact anyone who could be persuaded to help with the Rally, out on the day,
Anyway , now that s over, | am now getting going with the John Overend Memorial Rally,
remember the date, Saturday 10™ June. lots of help required as usual.

Thanks also to Richard Wood who has supphed me with a Austin Healey Article. countesy of
Rev Counter Magazine

LARKSPEED LEAGUE 2000

Well done our Autotesters!

The first round of this years competition was held in a car park at Elland Road Football ground
in Leeds organised by Sporting Escort Owners Club. Our chub was represented by Rob White,
Dave Short, John Taylor and Richard Wood

Twenty one tests were completed on a Spnng hke dav,

Owr team had an excellent Day, Rob winning a class of 15, Dave coming a very creditable
second in the mini class out of 9 starters, John and Richard followed with 3 and 4"
respectively in the same class, Howard Everingham representing Beverley won the class, so he
did us a good tum by keeping the West Riding Clubs out of the top 4. At the end of the day we
were just pipped by Ilkley by only 12 points..

First Round Resulis (Top 10)

[kley & DMC 280.2
North Humberside 2678
Sporting Escort Ohwners 230.0
York 1838
sheffield & Hallam 1650
Airedale & Pennine 167.8
YSCC 145.5
Huddersfield 138.5
Alwoodley 114.3
Beverley 089

So a great Start, Mext Event

Trackrod Motor Club’s Lookout Stages Rally. Sunday 6™ April
Several members have said they will compete. Next Autotest YSCC 30" April
1 am hoping to do the Larkspeed League PCT s this year, anvone else fancy a go !

Fobert Mewlove

MEMBERSHIP
IT vou have not renewed vour Club membership, this is the last magazine vou
will receive, membership Fee's £ 10 single, £11. Joint, shoukl be sent to

John Dixon, Church garage, Church lane, Skirlaugh, Fast Yorkshire
Telephone 01964 562001
John also attends most club nights.




John Newlove 01904608524 john.newlovef@ biinternet.com

NORTH HUMBERSIDE MOTOR CLUB

S LANNSSRLASOE A0l SZO I

CrrmoEmamE—=-T (R e<S—20S

MARSHAL NEWS

ell that's another Forest Stages Rally over, its seems to have
been a most successful event , with an extremely good
entry. Many thanks to all who helped in anyway, at the mo-
ment it looks as though around 400 people signed on in an
official capacity of some sort or other, together with 150 competitors, ser-
vice crews cte means the event involves quite a lot of people. Below are
details of lots more events wanting help, please give me a ring if you can
help.
| am contacting more and more people by e mail if if you would like me to
contact you via e mail address please send me a message
john.newlove(@btinternet .com

Sat/Sun 8th/9th April Tour Of Lines Stages Rally.

Matthew Atkinson from Beverley & Dist has been asked to run a stage on the above
event and has asked us for help. He is running run the Ludford Stages on this year's
event , The stage, which is located about 5 miles east of Market Rasen, is running three
times in total. One run is on Saturday afternoon, with two stages at once on 30 seconds,
one on Saturday evening, with one stage only. but in the darkness, and one run on Sunday
about Junchtime again with two 30 second stages.

The venue is a fairly larpe ex-airficld, with very narrow tracks compared to most airfields,
and fairly broken conerete, so it should be an interesting place to marshal. | would be in-
terested in anyone who could marshal or man a radio forany or all of the three runs. Ap-
proximate (imings are Saturday 8th April dpm to 7:45pm. then 7:45pm to 10:30pm; Sun-
day 9th April is 11:30am until 3:30pm latest.

Sunday 16th April LOOKOUT STAGES RALLY

Again on Melbourne Airfield near York, | expect signing on will be around 0730, the event
usually finishes around 17:00

Sat/Sun 6th/7th May PIRELLI INTERNATIONAL

Wakefield Dist Motorsports club are again runming a stage on this years event slage com-
mander being Sue Rylatt. The stages are 6th May “Kershope™ which is 17.2 miles and 7th
May “Ashpark™ which i5 5.11 miles .| think are both in Cumbria, so if you want a weekend
away T will put you in touch.

10th June John Overend Memorial Stages Rally on Manby

North Humberside's next event, we will want setting up crews for the Sunday before and
on the Friday , marshals for the Saturday and helpers to pack up on the Sunday, accommuoda-
tion can be arranged, helpers please contact Robert newlove, 01377270888

gin/a btinternet.com marshals contact Graham Hardwick 01759 306706 gra-
ham.hardwicki@ tinyworld.co.uk
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|
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WE ARE NOT ALONE

FEW ismies ogo —way bod i
the ot century - | segpested that
shauld et diser o the ene-
migke anes 50 Thal we present @ unifed
Frond whan lobbving coundk pad fusdisg
agendies, I's even mare mevinced of fhis
ofter geing i & Qubs Canferance nin af
Besaukess by the Fedemfian of Brifih
Hisioric Vahicks (obs.
Thate WiTE @ I'.,-.- ul wn” I;Hr_. pm:rﬂ
— tha V8 in parficular mede o sporkling
presestalion — bul, in the mais, the et
were oee-makes with so modarsper!
imabverman, Buf their conoems wore
amncity the s0me o ors
Lord Mariogu kicked off by seying fhat
running @ chib srw i moee demending
that i hes ever been, Ho omuoment with
thot | guess. The point was reinderced by
someanz who soid that whereas fiar
cheli's imeurance form ane contained 13
queshiam, il sow hod 921
b parly speaker talked abou the pres
and cons af being incoeparated — and got
ropt attentien by mesfiosing thal ose dub
published informofion an how o do enging
repairs . . . end foiled 16 mentian tal yau
sheuld reploee fhe smg plog. Sameoan
domoged on angies . seed , |, end woa,
(lubs that hed acerparated wid thot
the feared exfro s of acooenloscy hod
nof boen erigping. The mast difficelr peri

seemed 1o hove bees in lnying down Ba
ground rifkes becose vau sever ksow
whal o cleh might wont o do i the hature
- ‘ntfude property development’ wnu
odvised for iminece.

Ay et miide, mony malorgart chobs
hava o few thavsord in the benk {some,
far more o o lew); have o groap of
them mesidered pacfing their mosey ord
beying @ pece of diured girfield o
wharlevar a5 o vanue . . . oad then
apphyian Tor Laliery hnding? My husch iz
thet s moes Lsttery hocked thaotre and
meseum prajectt il problens, malorpot
miay ke oeked o0 mars kindy.

The discinsian nest imed fo etiing
sebrscripfions. The odvice here wes dan't
deeam, doa’t oreeslimale revenoe lram
greeitls ar soes of dothing, bt do keep en
wye on what ather secial growps in the wre
ore cherging. The dassic feuh —and |
snped it opplies In mony dubs = wems i
b 1o chergs o3 bitle. The message wes:
be racliss,

Ms o extreme exomple, B you ssoally
sell advweriiiing spote m the dub sog ond
yau 'pive’ @ poge f promeds the dab
chaihing you sell, do you ‘thoge” the
chathving accoust with the lest ravange? |
deubd if ang dub in & theusend does, i
thed, but # you are being really redist,
you shoeld

GRS

= A =
SIGIE!
Buwild your awn sperts cor for
a5 Fttle as £250 ~ and rate it.
Pubdished by Bayres Publihing and
writhen by Ran Chompios, pricad of
£14.99,

Bran woithisg the FI en T ond Faued
yoursell deeaming abeut ofl the girks,
gomow ond morey? Ever foaciad faking
10 the circuits bt Feel you een't afford o
tozk of petrol, lod aleng o rmeing mr?

H you ara in i predicment b sill
fieel you've get what it tokes fo win, then
help is af hend. & ness boek frem Hoynes
Peblsking hon bees relemed i conjenciian
with o nerw matarspar series that will
enble drivers fo buld i gwe cors and
then ga ond rooe them Al right, you'll still
heve 1o dreom about F1, but af lem? you'l
b racing — of oo offardohls price as wel,
Thits beak wil enable yeu io beild veur
awn o light ped powarbel mdng cor for
s littls m £250

T boaok fraces ol stages of

|
0 1 |
. | || i
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becidustaly, fharm were meny sofs of
the cemment thal the fex1 ting fo ot 1
the quakiey of the dub magezine becose if
b st ol that o bigh perceinga of dub
miamiesrs ged for their maney. Mudh
seppait b for the view that regudor
contoet with mambers — vio af least 11
hsuss per yor — i beselidal

And aven more suppart for the
eemmeesd Bl # you nesd fo ul cests on
weenls, suth m dub disploys, dan't shimp
o ldets becosse that's whet peaple will
remambes whea of ofher impresions hove
fadad!

A3 this point ene cheb affidel pendared
et with e prafesisnel epprosch being
urged, “When daes o cleh stap being o
chibi?* Wel, o welid concerm | guess if o
chub gt so obsessad with selbng speves o
whaifever thal if forgals iy erigingl gim in
Iife. But parhogs sot @ hege concern if e
chab st en thow o Bzouliey win
aerything t2 e by.

Theseee wons oy mave, Tor which theen

isa't space hare. The day left me comvinced |

the twe arms of mosar clshs nead te sty
chase bacausa wa shove the seme prabless,
And it |z me equeily convinod thol sudh
o #ay could be repeated within cor dub
world, perhaps with & get iogether where
ora dub in 9 Regientl Asocetion tafis
abait mogazines, anafher abaui the sale
af dathing atc. All followed by plaary of
time for dhewrisan

St Funss

REVIEWS FROM

muaulnituie in an inloemative end
understondeble mamer giving datoiled
deseriphines ol where o gefl paiti from pad
e how to assembile tham in tha mmed
arde, You o' eves heve o be the be
engiraer in the warld 1o buld s wr o
s been specielly desiyned o be boih by
wavicas with ol mennar of experianm,

The test ks aceampenied by Hod ond
whits phatograpks foken deriag the
buiiding of the preftvpe vahicle and
i ol drowing baord designs,
ilusirating the production precess
ighlighfing camposant dimessians ond
speifiarism

Should you derits b Inke e inifofie
od hield yeur mwn rodng eer, you will be
ok fo rece if i the Hoynes Leces! 2000
rirce sailes, which wil be apglying far
offiiol chompiambip shohe nexd yoer

Metar recimg has mever baen o cheap
sparf and usless you've gal o subslossil
oot of dspasahl axh you'm seve

Facts about...

BTCC 2000

® [ulendoad colendar far OO0 will inchde:

first awer BTOL wisk o Mosdelo Park; retuen

tos Bronds: G cirnuit; full biphbght: coesege
of every pound on BB Grosdsiand

& founds

V&2 2526 Moreh Dunisghan Perk (Rl

384 &9 dor Brons Halch {Grard Priv]*

SEb 20 AT May Thiunton

TEB 13714 May Enadehil

910 25729 My Dt Park {idand)

| 11812 1071 Juns Shverstone finksl)

| VIRV 24755 e Gaph

VSE 16 8 dak Sneiersos®*
| 17818 79730 Jufy Daringion Pk
{Grand P}

| 19820 12/17 Aug Nondells Park="
TNETD 27728 Avg Bronch Huch [l

TIR 00 Sepi Oshien Fork (kland)”

5826 16 Sepe Sdverstone (i)

* BEL TV e coverage;

“*Begirf roge mesing;

| ***Sebiect i mnpletian of works

| = Sparfing requlation:

— Thees cars [rather on twa| will coama

| paints in fe menafodurers’ diempiasshi,

— K tomipleie ban on teging from § Merth
2 4y ot gesti,
— The intoduciion of sscoets balim) will see

| cars thot finksh on the podiom corry o

waight panay for the dirsfion of fe

| Folowing wesiend

— & pomplety baw on spetielly-prepored
ulifying engine:

—The wsa =f raghacement cors bt oha been
barmed,

— Withalin bix; hoon aominefd & the
exiluine yre sipplie [or the nant three
5L,

o M b ot bndepeadenty’ erfiegary:

increased thort and prize momey fend, TOCA

Fose: mleliched

= BICC 2001- 78 romparenis o be jommen

to ol gor, pecutbag cesd

by A,

ikly o gel o ook in, This s  great book
deiigned 1o get peaple immived.

The Sound and the Fury by Neil
Randon. Avgilabds fram Facier Pebibshing,
PO e 354, Redhil, Surrey RH) 710,
prived m £12.50 phas £2.10 ki pee bk

Sk cor raong hai ohaoys imjesily
sufferad krom o poor imoge, bt this wel-
presenied end well-smifien baok wil halp
redress the boloree.

The firt affering brom Metaring Mews
Fditar Meil Bandon, T Seand aod e
Fury prefiles mine ol the BiSCh F1's mest
prominesd fiqure.

Theee's se o full-celour sedtion on the
99 Bei5CA F1 Workd Final — helieved by
many o be The greatest otk cer e peer
= Biil {he en-trock explits doke o back
sent hore. The boak & cheut the drivers
oad whet ey o like owey from the
frack.

ir's bastinating shill — from Foud
Harrisan’s hobit of doydeaming during
reces fo lobn Lund ond his doiry cows, all
th: drivers featurad here heve plarty in
sy ehout steck i recisg and lifn in
generel.

The besi parts of the back e thie
concerring e rivolries beswoan drivars.
Andy Smith, Froakis Wairmas Ir and Jehn
Land all talk condddly obaut anch sther,
whiich makes rivesing reading, while lan
Higgins remlk the exploits of Bobly Borm,
ane ol FI's feughes] deivers,

The Sausd end the Fery i emsily the
besit bierk abgist 1tk cor raciag evar
praduced ard, with mom eferts e fhis,
e spert ceul finally gain the respect and
rengnitian # desers,

COD FILLET QUIZ
i

1. Wha & ke 1999 Biifich Froduction
(o Trial {PCT] Chompion®

7, Whith Tl engine did Joodon wse i
19

1. The Mablbe 1000 Brkish Rully
Chamgionthip for Marufedurerns wil be
epen &0 which Byps of cors?

| 4, & Reroul Turko wen the T3 GFal

Lene Beoch, Whi drawe the Renaski in

ir's finl GF wen i 19547

ANTWERS O PAGE &

Wheels 4,00 |
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Rally safety review
Tha Motar Sparts Amndintion bas formed a
warking grovg o review all aspeds of
safity in Baifish rafhyisg,

The graisp will be chaived bry Tim Steck
{Choirman af the Metorspsrt Salety Furd
and Chaiemen of the BRSCCY, ather
members will be Siuorl Tumer {farmer
beod of Euwopesn Molersport of Ford),
Jehn Rickardsen [Chaimon of the Mais
Sports Council Rellses Committee], Teny
Reswesum (M54 Rofiies Execufive) and Joha
Symes (NS4 Salesy Executive).

MSA Chieh Execuive John Quenby said
“haumber of sfety isues acourrod with
speclaters on o own Notwork () Bolly of
Great Britoin bast Hereember, and furthar
prolblesms were encountered on this yeor's
Mante Carlo Bally,

“When these imersationsl prodlems are
eossidered dlongeide recent incideats g
domeic rollies, it seams dear faf the
i bixs come: For some freh thinkiag,

“For this seesen, | om parficularty
phezsed thirt Tim Stock b ogreed 1o chair
the groug: he hes extensive experiane of
salisy i matar spord, bul does mal ceme
fram a rally backgrausd. Thos, | befiee he
i very well plocad b comitler bresh
pproaches bo these vital swes.”

Thee mew warking groug will exemise
avery npect of rally safity, induding
wehicle regelutons, togenising rele, md
pretacion of gedaiors, affxials and
inimpeihor.

World Rally Cars
for British
Championship

Net year's British Rully Champieadhip wil
ba open i all cors homakegated hy the
issermational gavamisg body (FIA),
including World Relly Carc

The HEA armowcement signok the ead

safe motorsport.

It runs for 11 min 44 secs and is available
at £12.00 inc. p&p.

From:;

3 B Motorsport Safety Fund
PO Box 239, West Malling,
2 Kent ME19 4BL

af 0 si-yenr cammitmant o pan-lie, teg-
wheel driva cors oad promibues o retern b
tha UK chamglenship af the spacierelor
[inur-whael deive, urbochorged qor seen
o the Fik World Rally Championship.

Mk Dicector of Mejor Events & Market
ing Jomafhan Ashman, soid: “The twa-lilre
ero bas been wemendoundy wiceishl
aitrecting rine manufocturers of ane lime
ar ancthes, Huweves, there new seeim fo
ke # very fmited Foture far the formula.

“World Rully Cors, en the ofher hand
ore pgearing in noieesing mmber o the
internatianal scenes no fewer fhan eight
menulodurars have bamelemed dors and
several pthers ane i the pigefine, We
amtuenly angedt In alteet 0 pegresemstive
sefartinn ol thess saperoars to whet i,
ehter all, the world's lending netional rolly
thomrpismhip

“Tha British ries wall afier en
axrellent sppartunity far World
(hamgicnship monufocrers b iy sul
yoeng drivers. oo new cors, with the added
Borers af fap-tos televiien caveroge.”

New structure for
Rally of Great
Britain
Menogement of the Netwark O Rally of
Groaf Britais has usdengone major doage.

The Matur Sports Asseciation hes
saparated relly management inta twa
diitist oves, sndar the overal ceniral of
Wil Direcor of Majer Event: asd
Mrketing Jenctos Ashmos

Ardrew Kl hes bsen cppsivted the
Sparfing Monogar, whils conmmiercil matlers
will ko hoedled by o newdy-oppointed
(simmescial Monoger (e below).

kanathan Adsrran xploned: “We loced
o preblem boen ol of socoeis. The Neswork
0 Relly of Geeat Eritaia hes simphy become
foa lorge for o sngle-ier struchure.

“Wo hive deided, therefars, 1o odapt
om apereach bacoming prevalent in ethes
mujor sparting esenly, induding moay F1

Grord Pels, by which commes ol ed spert-

ing responsitilifies ere separmiely managed

“We ore qonfiderm that our new druchers

It could happen to you!

A new video designed to show
newcomers how to enjoy

will gaable o Heswork O Bolly b eajoy
further growth o one of this wuniry's mea
popudes sgetior events, while confinging
f gvaber in aeondoace with FL Workd
Charmpiarship requiremants”

Previnws. Rolly Menoger Makoim Nl
s been ngpeimed Cmsic & Hitoric
Events Mosoger, with respamsibility far e
fouar MSA dissle eor rens, the: Landon b
Brighton Yetaran (o Rua ond the new
British Chompiaihilp MSA Ralky.

He will vanfinue m the MAA's Depufy
Birachor of Meior Events & Markefing,

Medvelm Heill soal; *Alter 14 yeers in
charge of Britein’s reund of the FA World
Ralky Chompeorship, il & lime b meve
i ot thisgs, | losk Fanaord 5 the
hallengs of getling nvelved in o wder
range of evedls . *

MSA commercial

manager

Tha M54 & plegsed o ansavace thot Tim
Festes jained o3 Commersiol Manager en 1
Mumch

Tiim wo Sgedinl Projech Maneqer of
Krusrk 0, where bk respossibifiies
filusded Betwark @' spamorship of the
Bk of Great Brisain.

Tis's tareer bagan in dostisiry, bul he
*uitkly conchded fhat this wos mof for
e” d moved in83oer sokes, working fos
variows deelership befars becaming a full
fime e i 1990, Hovng warked
with Youxhall, ERF, beeco Ferd and
Mermades, he baceme Cpeentiom Manager
for Kawark G in 1950

Tirn Faster said: "Working for &
natigan! sparts poversing bedy wil ba o
completely new choflengs for me. 'm
reaby bocking farwmed 1e 11."

Foresiry charges
In accordonce with the current agresment
hetween The Malor Sperts Assaciation ped
the Farestry Commitsion, new dorges wil
apgly for te wse of forest roods for specal
stuge mllying.

Wih eflet from 1 April 2000 enlil 31
Maich 7001, the tharges are ot Bellews:
primary ine £378 [The ol charga wos

§357); secondery and subsequant wse
£279 (e sld chorga was £2641,

by ervent which ks concelled within e
wezks of ity inlended dale wil fardei
T2 000 Far an infeenesional rally, ar
£1,000 Far any ather rolly {unkss foere
majeura oan b greved)

The Motar Sparts Assaciation gaiss na
finencial banafil whatseves from fhe wie
of Faresiy Commisian moods by rolliss.
The MEA simphy edminissars the thages en
heho of the Commisien oad paves these
sharges dnecty 1o regisared dubs.

TECHNICAL
T 1

| SUPPLED BY
o=t Tad et o]

Depressin
thoughts! y

Huthing fo da with Yalium of Prome, fhe
rian wimls b Enew ol e depreion
whon quoting yknder bead fow figures
This &n't dfficolt o understend . jrt
difficull b explain. First picters @ oyfinder
bead on the: flas hench with the len: sucking
gir tisugh e ogen inki wobve, Fordy
ohwiourdy the harder you suck tho mare or
will fiow though o gheen hoe. Therefar
whal we do b pitk o fes! Sepression, which &
aur emsund of ‘wek’ and stidk 12 ¥ mowe
epen the voive and make fhe hole foiger.

Cipening e vitka reduos feo depresikn
o thie Best heach, 5o o indreose the
depressien back b your required simdard
and mensare the flow again.

Campared fo @ ruanisg engine i &
wrfificinl, b o lorge extend, ot you have to
da it samehas

i yaur test deprassion is 101, ths
refirs % fhe previure required o sepgort o
column of woter of | 0im, except thal mesd
Thow bendhes sow e o gkt madhing o,
bt wa sl el @ wier becaus shet's the
sandord everyone reéens 1o, If ghen
cylinder heod flew 120cm fosbic beet par
rvinite] af 18 you ean get o much bigge:
flaw by scking horder, say ot 25in, but
whot does this mean? Kat o bl ectually, -
sintz engines generally de net generale
such high depressions, mpecielly rave
pagises pumning en full thrattlo. Yeu can
enmverd eny Fow figure fo any peswre
mathamatically oad whea yau theck it o
th benck i1's protty much spof-an o for o
th ecnuracy of the bench goes of any e,

A i N T
QUIZ ANSWERS
I. Baie Patkes
1 Yameha
3 Twn e, twi-wled-diive
| & )P Jchocile [79) and F Sz [0€]

|
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Healey History

Story first published in ‘Safety Fast’, October 1961 Compiled by John Mead
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by Tony Ambrose

The Belglan organisers call it ‘Le Marathon de la Route’. It used to be known

as the Liege-Rome-Litége Rally, but this year it went te Sofia in Bulgaria. During

four days and nights, with no proper food or sleep, Europe's crack rally crews tackled

the 3,400-mile route, travelling over appalling roads at near-impessible average spoeds. Out
of 8BS starters only 8 crews completed the course in the time allowed, Here, Tony Ambrose,

who navigated David Seigle-Morris into sixth place with an Austin-Healey 3000 — the
highest-placed all-British équipe to finish — tells the story of this shattering rally

'Sl]‘ :|-|Jl.."\l-l\.' “dane  the | RdEanndes gnd
Aistres, and you leel like going a ba
farther afickd for your holiday est wear.
Yugoslavia? Mod a bad idea.  There's
meniy of sun, and the Adratic coastline =
erlamly very aitractive. Whai are the
roads like®™ ‘Well, they sary Troam Dusi,
amoath tarmac o dabolical wnsarficed
mide-irocks wilh fock oulcrops that tean
Al your tyres and punish your SUspenssen
II'rrI.'.i.I:TU:. Whnt f you sbck 1 the roads
that are shown as wide red limss an yvoul
map—aurely ey are all gqurie reasonabie?
Clom, if you set off with that impression
vl are in Ter o big surprise’

That was the conversatian § had with
fricnd of mine who thaught e mught hke
19 apend s holwday in Yuposlavia mesd
vear. Has imabiliiy 1o oppreciare conditeons
il ghere wis - umileestandable, Tor 1 owas
puilly ol sinalar |||'\lli|||: s belage leaving o
wl by firse, but my foursk irip to thai
country, when 1 went (o “recde” the roule
for chis year's Marathen de 1a Roule—the
Licge-Sofia-Lidge Rally, My st wo
visils, when competing In ihe "l igge” ol
1956 and 1960, hod involved motoreig on
e raads, b abways within 100 mikss
oF the Tethan lronber, i the nonb-wesiermn
part ol the eountry, My thind, durmg the
Acropalis Bally [ast yeas, had kaken me
frorm Tricste along the main road through

Fagreb, Belprade amd Skopr 10 Greece
Sor there wad sl pleney of motoring 10 be
done  on unknown  fosds when Dan
Lirimzhaw and T sarted on the recee for (he
[ B | il:!gl\."l the retuirn fasite of which |;:.
actiss-country from Sofin to the Albanian
Mmantier, which was followed along Irs
porthern lomiis, dhen wp the Dalmation
CrAs I:||I|'\II.'!:|'. Lrnipaciuk and Splst o the
fiskimg village of Movi—all brand-new rally
coundry, From there back to Ligge was
fasrnlaar eoough, bot the time sehedlis
imposed commanded respect. Nor could
wir [arpet thefact that this vear's Marathon
was to be o omarachon ondeed. i 55000
kdometre rowle enfuiling some fowr days
withoui proper sleep or food, so that the
crew maghl well be m poor shape when they
reached what |ooked like the Firlghes
soeciion ol gl The report that we sene back
0 Abingdon was M polable for il
unrelieved gascly,

Tany Ambrose — grimy, hungry.
dust-parched and indeseribably tired,
gratefully clasps a glass of
champagne at the end of che rally
Four days and niphty on the road
have left their mark, bur victarcy
Ower O nearimpaicible task ¢an he
truly exhilarating




FULE ALSTISHEALTYS
[His vear the BAAL
sinlsd  wl [oar

wiks 1smm oo
Anstin-Healey
vigwed by Par Moss Ann Wisdom (fasi
vear's winners), Jobn Ciose Bl Shepheard,
e Grrimshaw ' Bupert Jones, and David
Seigle-Morris and nwsell. At the <ar,
although confident that the eirs were well-
rEreul
ey, we weld mod al all cerlin that the

TiERT &

Al A Lhe sironmgest o che

T oo
Lhur revoe wis fospostsi
g simce we hioad

1 Fitlly
Irivers! we lsnd encountens] wvery B
tradfie dn Gienmany, Alssfria and Northern

Vngo-opersienv e gl weuels whin crosslng

o Riilearien Porder: smd msle alier muks

wasty ks gavensd i whper
AL TR 20 5||!:|'| as 105 alearess am the slende
Meverihebess, ol our creas sor ol Troem Sq
talicre the réal siart ook placel gringls
slerermuiad o do batrle with the cream of

Evirangne™s rally crews,
Ihe s el LT HER 131 praapd il thiree. ar
il i 11 s

iphe o Wislaeadny, 30 Augus

three-n

wigls, =iGiTl

Wl mlengs (R R |

s I ES NS it | T

wlossd rivads wis held wil

kilsimedies o el Skl Bk v wre gl

t nmabody would be

T S TR WA ]

e dlher crew or ar on dhis, when
N E=TR ]
Hosewer, the Japonese caotry. which had

maracred much adyvance mubhicuy amd had

U TR matorimge: Ly ahead

TepHILCCy Spni A manch pavimmg belore
hgimd. emdedd 1hesie rally an this carly stage by
a4 rock

adly 10 oo

nndd kg e wsar

thed Lor being
1ds Bedinndd

A Giscests o the

Circiller’'s Alfz-Raomep

md aser way dhrouwgh the Black

Fopzst wthoat muach ditficuliv, and Thuors-

chiv s dbivwin s s ki

5 5 AT hRda
= U Ame alng

¢olagrman gutobihne 1 sheaild explain

wihle this w¢ar s redi latinms dbid fot

inflest curnubative pemilties For tnee wia, he
time sehedule wies II:.'_|"':I\.'!'I\. ol by msears of A
rociifiar Padst, Congpehitors were §n Fact
crugd much hizher spesds

e For sero penalty

el
TR A TRE s

EOTTRTRI RN AT

Ay resitictang Lhe period For

T8 g1 ) o ocontml wWis  opcn vy Lhe

secretary obf ihe Ly

sisine il [ ETH R

1 owas pivsibile fog §
rive with roro pemaley o

(EL I L [RT1

ol dukak pdredaly. glpsed!

S it owas  thal Tharsday

lastimal  wis

thicading vy wis: throoph the raflic in

Typical conditions on the
Licge-Sofia-Liege, seen as David
Hiam and Derek Astle scurry down
a mountain pass in TllEu'sl-a_ui;_
HMundreds af msles of unmade,
pot-holed roady filled every car — and
crew — with chaohking grey dust and
hammimered the saspension
wnmarsifully, Alter ru.ll_ling Up aAn
amaging performande, the Hiam Ascle
HMinl eventually ran aut of time when
the warst of tha rally was aver

Aomtri and Daly, trving Bard o be palite
withoul dropping any time, This s always
a strain for Britsh competitons ; Europeans
tendd o show bess consideration for tourisis,
and ene has 1o pesst Lhe lemptation 1o be
sucked along ar a speed which is o hit oo
high. Indeed, there were 1o nasty accidents
imvolving rally cars and woursis. In one of
these the tounst was ceraindy 1o blame,
bt the Tact that & car with rally plates and
numbers on ils doors was volved does
I apzravale an alreads

defrcale

LB FIRST — AND LAST = MEAL

Qur um whale crossing Ausiria was g
cal. Wi achicved this at Landeck, and, as
we pished down the bast fow mouthfuls of
an early lunch, wondered where our neal
meal would be eaten. | think we both had
a sneaking suspecion that it would be at
Ligge, sqme three and a hail dovs Later—

and  Lthat suspicson proved 1o be owell-
fwunded.
:.\:...II_.

penile motoring  thoeugh the
Doloamtes [ollowed, and then we reached
Canazei, the lost contesl v lalv. From
beere we made our fest tactcal effon 1o gain
an :Il\.|-|.I!|'..I !":' VST CHF |il\..||'\._ r'||: |:'|'.I_?|-||_'|_|
clacking in an Canazet ot the earhesi possible
mameni, ard ithen going really hard for
sovmee O kilometres to the next contral at
the Yuposlyy froniier, The effort was
slightly comiplicated by the Faci that we had
i BAMO. service crew wasling [or us ag
Tarvisso, the lase village before 1he Trontier,
whetre we thoueht i wase o call Tor some
(TR TV Rl L] T C R | [ {8 El Lt ot throcile
limkage. As Marcus Chambers has pointed
i in & previoes Sarety Fasr oareclel

orpansed  adsistance o o orally ol this
calibre i no regacded as chweanng by the
T ERmsErs or arnce l_.|.'||.|\\.:|i'|':-_ mar s it
eonfined 1o wdrks lenme, Iy many privie
pwners pvail themselves of these facilitses

Afer a briel serviceng stop. e dashesd
ntier comirod and the first n

1%

i

v section of the rally. The reason fi
1x ensaed Lhot we oor

mcky  puirl
ulgly plenty @l orher ¢onip
Eca, and our heclic o
|

¥
r Fasle was Peed

o davbgehn, it (il

the wime i
Predil  and - klissirecca
eiglt  other  cars,

the five od dreving 8

i
[ 4750 5 Pt gl
’ i
imvelved  overiak

Admitiedv, this




The 51ig|¢-H|:rri5._|'.ﬁ,n|hrq||:-
F‘.I\.Il-t-i-ﬂ-H-r-.i.rgr crosses Lhe frontier
inte Yugoslavia, For many hundreds
af miles ahead, metalled roads
were ta be a rare lusury

var Bhe the Avain-Hesley, which s
anha onisly wery Tsn. s thar cher ea Tipeetin-
s PSPt Hs performance and fuickly
Mg [0 i seide 1o lel yikil b

BMow, on o section like this the nay igator
musz not eily keep hs driver ¢n the correct
route, but wll him whether he can offord 1o
slacken off and sove his energy amd his car
for a subseguent tough section, [ had
cakeulated that we must be 8] minpies
alend of schedule hefive starting to ascend
e Moisirocca Pass—and iF you have ove
et in dhar neck of the woods, vou will
undecstand why [ am profoundly plad o
have soemething o do other than winch the
road and the speedomeder on such oocasions!

GWER THE MOSTREOH O A

Even in the midss of my calculations
thaough, | have fime to ook up xnd see a
biind bend rushing towards us 81 an
alarming rate. A& glance at ghe speedomeler
Shows that we are doing no less than 110

'.i-l;'l i 1
FR— : m-pbi, | draw 8 gquick brearh, whi spee
. LTS oy oond i relivved 1o Feel
Germany ; et dehlis dpkial
1 P L i brakes al the Austin-Heakey are. applied
e Y NgTearbrichen i D quaick flacks of the 12il gawe it thedigh

the bend conlirm my suspiciog thai e

This i% the 3,400-mile

y w approached Uoa liche Faster shan David
1; I| route ":'{ the 1960 Lidge- intended, 6nd the overdrive swilch s
France lIl' ] S“ﬁ‘_'L'EE‘ Hally: .I'n:-m snapped ofl @4 we accelerats towards the
- I Belgivm to Bulgsria and nent bend with 100 moph. again showing
; ;) back again - if you can ? unt the sposkamcter
l"" ; David i driving  superbiy making rhe
¥ ___" R 5 - very sl use of a shon siicich of parrow
P R fozrtds Wrmas ol ep the valley between the pwe
& oy ¢ LATLIe missis. Bul sy hall-d :.|..|:':.'-:- we are only
4 ¥ -1 T 4 ! L b
f L : ﬂuUEt“a NESE e chirde minites ahead. Shoald |

Yugoslavia

L
ik

i .l'llll'..l.lll.ll: n'I e P Lt



The Selgle-Morris/fmbrase
Austin-Healey crosses the fronticr
inta Yugoslavia. Fer many hundreds
of miles ahead, metalled roads
wers (o be a rare luxury

var fhike the ."'-I:'\.l:-ll":-lll.'J.h."'y which &
oo lously very fase, s that other competii
pra reapeet ats perlormance and  guickiy
move 1o one side 1o et you by

tow, on a section like this the mavigator
miaist nod only keep ki devver o the Sorrect
rosute, bud 12l hsm whether he Gan afford 1o
slacken ol and save bis enerey and lus Car
for a subseguent tough secton. | had
calculated that we st B 6L dnrmaies
abead of schedule before siarling o ascend
e Moistrocca Pass—and iF wou hove ever
been i that meck of the wonds, woig will
urderstand why | am profoundly glad 1o
have something to do other than waich the
road and the speedometer on swch occasions !

OVER THE MIRSTROCTS

Fven m the midsd of myv calcolations
though, 1 have time 1o look up and see 2
blind bend rmushing  towards us at an
alorming rate. A glance al the speedomelen

shows that we are domg no less than 110

Germany

' 3
- .".T.l.lr-:'ll L it

This is cthe J,400-mile
route of the 1961 Liege-
Sofia-Ligge Rally: from
Belgium to Bulgaria and
back again - il you can !

usiria

g
= T

Yugoslavia

. h | draw @ gk bregif, whisper
“Caenily - ' and 1 relieved o [eel

my seai belt dighten as the powerful dise

brakes of the Awstin-Heoley are npplied
Tworgueck Micks ol the tail 25 we go through
the bemd conlirm my suspicion that we
approached o a4 hitle [aster than Davad
piemded, amd the overdrive wwitch 15
sapped ol s we acoclcrale owards The
nest bend with 1400 m Pl again ;~||'-.'\lui!1¢:
el dhe specdomeies

Draviel is dris N supeiily. makeng the

very begt use of o shom sirsich of narrow

ley between fhe. Pwe
Pisses Bat by Ball-disdinde we &rd only

jisl oweg Lhred manutes ahead Should 1

Larmild rvail2 up thi: ¥=

f.l-l.'u".l.'.'u'l'ﬂl i IIII koo



el David, whio sesips (o
aharit ol 1h
that he = si

e glrpvidig guss

Firmic on o sich o road? | decide

“wChl |_:|' ELroig-ri

allempt bo exoded Ins Bromil, a0
it ther e
paisiy, amsl the loose gric which we have
encountered on several hends i o Jonger
apperend, Y overtike throe more cars ansd
the bepimmg ol thie Mosiises

ronid  Pevowiiies. & hinke less

reach

g —with expctly & munies 3 secoradsin
land. IF our cabsilntioms are ooreeg, wie

whaahd make e’
e tnrmac hios now given way o i loose,
Hairpins o

her, wmd ahe grod

sy surfacy

P S O

[ T AT
14, Iv doesn’t matier shether we use first

ur second gear —we can’ 1 acielernie guickly

vl ol hargans because of the loose surface,
<0 it the wheels spin we joke aboui i and
dpre thit tank-tracks shoobd be offered as
ool Avstin-Hezleys, We
10y g mio e hiepins more gueick |y
Bt agdin the Ieose sutlace

cxiras  Lor

skois cxmmmitnd

anid e fush straight om toeards the edge
with Tull bock applesd ;) that i obvioudy not
H gkl j0cH. ARYWAY, W e now inoa
closid of dust. 5o we are calohae
The dist ges thicker
s o kilmetre

vell "Halrpin

Dlavid oopes with it mutiers

“Thanks', and T glance across ot him ro see
il ht beoks as frightened as | feel, 07 he js,
he doesn'ts show i, as he s coneniraning
amn catching whoever is responsible Tor this
dust. The dust<cloud becomes thicker, bur
ey lemger blocks our vissgon complesely, and
ol Cibry s Lhad the car in front 350 Cerroedn:
it 5 only 20 yards away now, and lrom the
mufniber we wee Lhat 11 s Boger Jde Lapcneste
the Fremch chamg We decide thit we
miLisl Be going qiete well, 1or aithough the
Catroen  has Jess power 115 indepernden
susperesn gives it berrer rnction
the hiorm, wsing my specinl foo

wwitch, omd de |

| sl
- ra e
T TRESLE RO S OVEE o Bl
us throegh

A lew more hairpins
Iavad thal we ane now
schedule;

o up and 1 el
onby 21 mimites
ihead of ofmvinusly  we  are
rapidly losing our time in hamd. As we
appruach  the  sominmil ancber

we enter

ehstClongd, This Tnme made

Wi Clases o hem

hy i Porsche
A we crias Lhe brow the
dust thickens, amd, [l
pha straight on imie i, Fomanaeely §
nber from the recos ihatr the
swangs right st alier the summil, ol yeil
1y Thevel, who sees this Tor himsell o
iornent Lzt and locks hard aver
shews and slows, stopping el o couple of
It fraamy Ahe edpe.  Meralully, the dust
cloud s o chick for us tcsee juid how T
e Fiught have i llen

o
it hespefally

rouicl

T e

Wi descend wich rather neGre ciubion
bzt passing three more cars, including 1
Forsehe, Twao hairpins o go. el Daval
woe are anly Mk seconds abead of sehedale
This b ofiowly touch and go®, and we
rush dowen the kst kilomesse, which s on
LaTrm:

Hizsvens abave! The oo

ey than the rand-%

riol 1% Tarthet

K, By W 1L b
My seai belt is already enfasrencd,
the road:bhook inomy hand. As dhe cuy

slrfed fo a halt i the comral T bkale oot

[ate?

vellimg i both French and Germman 1he
Barme 3l whkich | wauld Tike to be hooked in
s 15 pure ‘rEYmasshp’, m ease the
clock s just on e lurn ol the minute)
The coprolier calmiy consulid bis cliranom
cler and cmersin the linse, whick mdicate

ero penaly, while b

congratulaies me
faubiess English. 1 fun ek Lo the car
which 1he expemended David has moved
well past the conteel our of the way ol
oller campetitors—he knows they will b
HEring i There js Just T Lo
take the covers off the lights and we are
n on the next section

5

] meniioaing 1o
ench other the dangers of over-relaxing now
that the going s easicr. We are on goad
road, thouph, and likely to B lor the whole
of e maphi, w0 we spend &8 Iew  memedesy
disgussmg  how 1o divide e dniving - 50
that we San bollk pet some séil.

Befare , . .
{right)

and Afeer!
Ambraote and Daved Seigle-Morris are sproce and At
Four days and nighty later (left) the Marathon de |a
Aoute ha: taken ity toll !

ERL CH (TR RN TH
Aler That the tempoe eassd, and we boily

iy ol resl ds WE Son-

ok

h ¥Yuposlavia,
I juhbliana

il.'\ll,.ll-_ [aH

s i

voimnls At

s the
Lugreh i b

sl
Friday
wiini @r he
whoel, D was tempted to wake [raved fwhe 1
am aerchinieet) o show himeothe brallian)y-
lamiaadesd maidern

wrmid|

musrning, lzking mwy  secand

used  for
mecthings of the NMon-Commined Muations
it Relpridde. Bud [ dreoce onosouth and eas)
t Knigupesad Pwhere [

i I'I'":'.

¥ Hamblin was
cahmls weldiog up the chisisol P Moss™y

tir, hallsinanch swas from o petrol tank
irl 1o Mis
Wils WO IRERE with

.

cuinlivmneiag 20 galloms of fuel
e Moncus Chambers
Pl sip
The road
Hu s

becieme  rouched g o fhae=

Iramgwir, swhbksh  jhas hBine was

ctvssed walhoo delay . And =0 on (o Sofio

1 s hehtenosg divwn, waith the mhabitanis

sl ey willapes lurmimg 1 Todee Lo
aid hoped

LR P T T T

waleh the rally Cars go bis = h

e gt e

Imorthe raliy, il owe were disappoinced (we

WIS MEAre i naoaieg

whien we

discovered thar se had, 16 Tact, Been

leailing the eatire eniry an tho

L drmechnasr was fhe

Bzsl weg could rubmagd m the Hotel Balkan,

fiad I=||'|. W WRICTE 08 AR

Four s

20 gars

il h

lesaving 1o

her a1 U Ao of & Nap. Can
e Lsar happemnag n Londen o
teew York? Hur the populace losed i, and
waved cheered The police
deddn’t seem (o mind, either. 5000 e were
crossing hack inin Yugoshavia, bu shis sime
fhese wax o litktke dfrowable gt the fronter:
had been rude 1o o
aflscer, - arsd he deceded 100 wgs
Fsr
i

Yo arm

anid sl s

snmehoaly L usdoms

rk 1o ruale’,

falely we were &rmaike e Dirsh cars

1, s pvondsd ans delit,

Shugpe.

AT L nexl contral. ot

Seen belore the start (abowe), Tany



Marathon

camtined

U hambers wiy agsin inattendimee witli bis
mechimcs Here we hal  our  horne
sccured, Amoe they hasl fallen off wmd relesed
i functsin. This repair sz absaluiely
witil o5 withour Torms i was aguite dmpos-
st overiake. Tor any driver looking in
s mireT could see only his own cload of
st O agnn the rmaoment the contrl
apenest, and we Tound ourselves oo oo very
pough section leading to Pes, clise 1o the
sibanian bordes, This section ssarted with
sqme 4l the roughest road which we wede
clled mpon $0 cover i il entiee rably, bi
a shewrt cut which we had fosind o 1he recee
reduced the peguired averapge spesd 10 M
g

Itowas bere thal we passed o memogial
store whindh weé lreated as an caminous
witrmng. O the parapel of a gorge,
featured & Stcering wheel and a péir-lever
The Fact that the smscriptson was in 3
fanpuape we coubd ol hove understood,
con i we hod stopped eo read o, was of Bo
nnporianes, for the bold fisures 35 ald of
the magnitude of the disasier.

A RS A S L

Feluclling a1 Pec was primative, [ was
effecied a1t o cylindrical tapk near the
ral lwany xiihng.-i. where we winted rtather
umpatiently for & disimierestes] Yugrslay to
parrp i, by hand, & Tuel of dubioos
duality. the quantity bemng caloulated from
1he member of times he rocked the bandbe.
The siart from Pec was & desperate alair,
with seven eors Jeaving wogether and cach
driver dewermined 1o be the firsn 10 exi
Inm lhe tarmoc square onle the disly
teack thar led over the mountaing o the
mea tawn of Teroprad, We didn™t win this
lietks race. In Tact we were [owreh i the
peocession, which was led by Traudmann
in his Citeodn, Tollowed by Pal Moss's
Austin-Healey and Oredllee’s Alln-Romeo
Lagato, We kpew thol this was o really
vital sectrom and tried o better our position,
bt e was toa much dust and very soon
we were driving completely blind,  just
aibng &t the éentre of the dusi-cloud.
Remembering odr lucky escape at the top
of the Modstrocea, | sugpesied 10 David
that we should hang back & bu, as Oreiller
wits Bikely o po almost as quickly s we
would. bosooner hod 1 spoken than the tail
of the Alfa-Romes appeared hrough 1he
misirk; dhe Teoad woas wedped firmly against
4 nkk Tace® The ol that we were almdst
immssdiately ar ihe @il of Par's dust-gloud
wlici sy thar Oreiller was, in all probabe
iy, mimng for the centre of it when the
Wil fage antetvered.

The st 100 males were a mightmane, o
It bk us just vhat disnimse—100 males—
o gt close enowgh o Put even 1 ler hee
birw ghat we wonld e w enme pas:

Sleanwhibe, oul ol ber dustchoud appeared
"y wml loeriss with locked whicels, mube
fraems with animals sl frightened by Pat’s
meelearic arrival, ond pensanis to whom
ihis track was the sole means al com-
munictlion with the bl world—and
whio were justalkably iraee. Al this time the
stecring wheel kicked viciously m David’s
haimds, the suspensicn bottomed, 2nid sump
and fuel tank, both heavile  cenloroed,
crashied wilh deafemmg Vhunder  agains
ok calgrops and koose boulders.  Why
the car oid mel just Break ino hall T owill
mever  understind; we conld nos have
complained had it done 5o s soch appaliing
corsbitane

EfHED

Whien we did crentually overtake Fal we
b Bl we were gaang o e lake ai the
eiid of the section, buy reverlhedess reckoned
that we st lose more tiane by refuelbing
at Tiropracl thar napght. This waes o aetacal
creier. as Pal reanoged 19 reach the nex
pump. B30 mles farther  on,  withow
stopping. While we were inking on fuel,
Pat =wept pasi, sa that when we restaried
we were determined to get past her agein
before  the dest mude  this oce more
impctsstble.  In striving too - kard for thas
end, David eniered a lefi-hand bend a bit
loo gquickly and we ended up apgainsg the
rack fage, with both froml and e offsde
wheeli dn & sweep-arded ditch. Our final
impact =3 Boen quile gentle. S0 damage
was shight, being canfined (o broken lamps
and @ dented wing, bug try ns we might we
could mor get the car eo ol the ditch
Fortunately, afier abour a gquarter of an
hasur, team-mates  Don Gromshaw and
Rupert Jones arrived on the sténe and sery
spurtingly pave us a 1ow ool 1 féar thal
our minor aceidend dishearbened us greatiy,
for we aere very Liseid, thes being our therd
apht ol of bed, and we had Been denied
the "IN of knowing bow well placed we
were il Rofim,  Our progress wos slow hag
supe, as it had to be, for our lights had
sufercd in the crash and our tired cyes werg
nol able to compensivle [or this.

AL Dubrovinik we were again preeted by
new  “hoss’ Swoart Turmer  amd  Doug
Harmdlin, who had lad a licde catly of ther
awn b0 pet these from hoagujesac. Theu
pracical and mosol support did - a great
deal to hearien us, helped in my case by my
firsi “wakey-wakes' pill, and the informarien
thay we were only the sixth car throagh
gave i fresh hopes. David and | aere jus
able to sumiman the ercrgy 1o discuss Lhe
sitntion as we bumped our way op the
Adoiatic coast  on Solurday  morming
From there on, oaur resobeg was o linksh
rithee than to wim, Tor we were quite sure
Thers wold ke very few survivors, and one
could even visaatise a fragic state of affairs
in which the lasl remaining car in the ritlly
fimally grownd ieself 10 3 sandsell onothe
vutakiargs ol S,

With sl of sach absirdities we aneed
crurselves through these last weary miles jn
Yugeslavia, from e o Lime passing
competitors” Gis abandoned by the road.
sidde. The kasl ol thess o be éncountered
wias The Healey of Par Moss and  Ann
Wisdom. with a broken fronn Sisgension,
We shed a silent tear for them

SATLUREAY SEGRT AR SLIMEAAY AdR sl

Across Lhe frontier nnd inde lialy, we
canme Brce e onto larmas roads. These
after Yoposlasia, Tele so unfamilior that a
firsl we imagined all kinds of odd things to
he wrong with the steering and suspension
of the car. We battled on, hardly zhle o
wcep nwake, through the loorth nighe, We
survived  pwo punciures and a wheel
rehuckamt ko sdide off the splines untid, on
the final pesting seclion over the Famed
Cinvia and Stelvie passes, 4 fesrful screech-
img niise from the rear of the car and a
strong wmell of bupming paine robd ws that
the renr wheels were rubbing agninst the
wings, It soon became apparent thar the
rear asle had moved and many of our
spring  leaves hod broken  into several
preocs, Fate was ind o us, however, for
at the faon of the Sielvio we wene mel by
our Swedish freads, Erik Coslsson and
Slarns Pavoni, who had eetired Trom the
rally on rhe fisst night, They had spem two
mights in bed zings then, and it was thear
cheerful encouragement and practical help
that enubded vs o strugele 1o the fAnish—
still- some GH) miles away,

Shorthy after we lef1, a blug Morris Mine-
tlincwr arrived breathless at the contral al
the Toot of the Sielvio, ane of oy 10 cars
balt runmang by thaat s Fole was nod o
kind 10 1hode paa wery gablamt rallyises,
Duvid Hinan and Derek Astle, wha struggled
siv ninhly for % hours—only 10 fingd that
the contrel had closed two minutes preve
15[ 1

When David Sciple-Murris amt 1 reached
the Spa firml control that Sunday EvEning.
we were filthy from head to fool, sur eves
bBurned in their sechens, and we were tired
beyond desceiption.  But we kpnew that, of
49 sdarees. only elght crews had completed
ghe S 5HeKilomeire course—and we were
wmang then, We had won our cliss, we
had been plaged sixth gverall, and we had
finished, whichh gave each ol us a greater
sende of achsovermrsenl than any peevious
rally resuli.

The [ollowing nisht—clean,  shaved,
dinnee-jocketed, and with the prime ol
Y upgaslovia shampoosd out of our har—
s st The efficial bancuet in Likge, gieed
al our small armay of traphics, arid swore
bt mor Tor umiedd wealih would we do i
auain. Bul time s o greal bheaksr. Diespile
ihe scorching sum, the choking duss and the
endless jarcing of the spine, we are now only
(0 eaper 10 compels Sgnin next year in the
poghes ety of them  all—Lidge-Sofis-
(T



Crystal Stages Rally i Morth Humberside Forest Rally - Then and Now!

My thanks (o lan North, lan Sadofsky, David James, Gavin Heseltine, Ken Sturdy, Steve
Darvell, Alan Carvell and all the other people who have helped make the North Humberside
Forest Rally what it now is. The people specifically named above are those in the plot from

the word go, and or those who have on numerous occasions burnt the 2am oil in the weeks
before the events have run.

The story starts in 1985 and follows the behind the scenes work that has taken place. You may
think so why write this article now? Well, il i5 because change is once again with us.
Uncertainty rules again. Pressure from the BTRDA (British Trials and Rally Drivers
Association) and competitors has seen the event move its base from the Royal Hotel, Hull 1o
the Jarvis International at Willerby. This is to avoid the worst of the Saturday traffic, which
was the cause of most competilor complaints.

The decision by Trackrod MC in November 1998 1o withdraw the Trackrod Rally of Yorkshire
from the Association of National Championship Rally Organisers (ANCRO) championship has
been the catalyst that ultimaiely led 1o the formation of two championships at the same level
for 2000, These are the ANCRO and the Mintex series.  As they are offering similar classes
ter a relatively small number of compelitors, in my opinion, there is every chance they could
mutually self destruct. Not everyone agrees with that analysis. Some Mintex rounds are
national permit events on the back of British Rally Championship (BRC) rounds. However,
no event 15 4 round of bath ANCRO and Mintex and no event is a round of both BTRDA and
Mintex. This means that the new Mintex events {eg De Lacy) are additions to the major
championships.

Also the Trackrod event has been successfully observed for upgrading to international status,
although it is nod a BRC round in 2000 at the time of writing. This means that the major rally
championships and events are fluid for the first time in five years, Last time it was just
BTRDA, as detailed below. Now it is all the nationally based forest championships.
Furthermore, because of the way dates are allocated, explained below, the Motoring News
tarmac championship may also be effected by any date changes. As 1 write, I do not know
what 2001 will hold for forest rallying but 1 think it could be very different from 1999 &
2000,  Those differences may well affect the North Humberside Forest Rally. There has been
wide scale speculation about events transferring from one championship (o another, date
changes, possible event casualties and possible event mergers. The Yorkshire forest events
feature prominently in this speculation. For this reason the management committee of the
MNorth Humberside Forest Rally, primarily the Clerk of the Course, the Deputy Clerk and the
secretary of the Meeting must be able to move quickly in making decisions that could
determine the future existence of the event.

But back to the beginning. Over the passage of time | may have some of the events described
below slightly out of chronological order. However, here goes. At a commitlee meeting in
late 1984, or early 1985, our then committee vice chairman, the late Harry Hannah dropped
a bombshell. He announced that David Shipley the Clerk of the Course for the Crystal Stages
and himself the Deputy Clerk were both resigning. Their resignations were because they felt



that they had been doing the job for long enough.

Al that time the club also ran two single venue stages events. The first was the Holderness on
Driffield, of which Rob White was the long serving clerk, and lan Sadofsky the long serving
Secretary of the Meeting. The second was the Moonraker (Moonlight) Rally on Leconfield
of which 1 had been one of the mstigators, becoming joint Clerk in 1983 as an
understudy/training role to Mike Read (then competition secretary). If I remember correctly
this event first ran on Leconfield in 1983, The Moonraker team were with the exception of
Mike, virgin organisers and the other key members were Dave Hawkins, Secretary of the
Meeting & entries secretary (also at that time the club secretary). Mick Blythe. Chief
Timekeeper (also al that time the club membership secretary) and T believe we were joined
shortly afterwards by a young lad called Ken Sturdy!

The Moonraker single venuse stages rally had been an event born of necessity, after the demise
of the club's road events care of the local constabulary and some hair dryer like pieces of kit.
Myself as club treasurer, Dave as secretary and Mick as membership secretary kept
complaining that there were insufficient subscopbions coming n o ¢lub funds al the beginning
of the calendar year and that some people did not join NHMC until they needed a clubcard for
the Holdermess in August or the Crystal in Seplember.  The committee suggested we might
think what could be done to bring these subscriptions in earlier.  The solution that we came
up with was to run another stages rally. This rally would be at a similar date to the old
Moonraker road rally. Mike Read was the clerk of the course in 1983, In 1985 the event ran
over the Easter weekend and Mike Read and erstwhile steward lan Norith were skiing when
it ran. 1 had very quickly completed my training and become sole clerk of course of a
restricted status stages rally. Mick Blythe had also declined to be involved in 1985, due to
work commitments. 5o, brother, David James who was then working and living in London,
an MSA Group 3 timekeeper under the old classilicanon system and also Clerk of the Course
on the Mid Thames Car Club Sort Out Stages, a Salisbury Plain event, was chief timekeeper.
Ken Hailstone was deputy clerk of the course.

Following Harry's announcement the Crystal Stages Rally had a huge staffing hole to fill in
1985, Then Secretary of the Meeting Rob Newlove set about finding a new clerk and deputy,
Captain Dennis Robinson volunteered to be the clerk. No deputy was forthcoming, and Rob
suggested Rob White and myself as Assistant Clerks. As it happened a retumn to sea for
Dennis saw Rob White and myself promoted to Joint Clerks before the event ran. This was
to be the first of many rallies on which we were joint clerks. Few of the Moonraker team had
gone with me, although David was Chief Timekeeper and that young lad Ken Sturdy was Chief
Marshal. For the moment [ was still Clerk of the Course for the Moonraker too.

About this time 62 Car Club's effons to resurrect their forest rally 1o run in Oclober folded.
I felt that they had been poorly organised and behieved that only issuing regulations about five
weeks beforehand for an event that had few championships running on it, had not helped.
Also at this time 1 was a regular BTRDA clubman championship competitor and was sure that
forest stages would make the Crystal a better event for the competitor. My experience was
that whilst the Crystal entry fee was much cheaper than a forest event the stages were nol as
good and also rougher, This meant that ultimately they were likely to do more damage to the



car shell. In short, a false economy lower entry fees and higher preparation costs against
higher entry fees, People will pay more for quality stages. One has to bear in mind oo that
farmers do not like the more high powered modern day rally cars on their farm tracks - they
tend to destroy the tracks, Today, stubble lelds remain stubble feeds for much less time too,
To my layman’s eye, many appear to be ploughed, prepared and re-seeded less than a month
after harvest, These factors make it less easy to nun the old style Crystal stages type rally
today. Furthermore, there had been a widespread belief in the late 19705 amongst NHMC
members that the club should have a forest stages event.

| contacted Tan North, then club president and committee chairman and suggested that in my
opinion there would be a forest allocation available in Yorkshire if we moved quickly, because
of the non start for the 62CC event. He was not convineed and suggested further research.
David James, who was still living in London at that time, was then Sceretary of the Eastern
Association of Motor Clubs and a member of the RAC Motor Sports Association (MSA)
Regional Committee. This seemed the way to go for further information, His information
confirmed my feelings. There was a vacancy for a 30 stage mile forest eévent in Yorkshire.
By now lan Sadofsky was also in the small group. lan's contacts and pood standing with the
late Gordon Forster "MRE RALLYING YORKSHIRE" were to prove invaluable. All four of
us were agreed that there was potential for this proposed forest event, but thal we must at this
stage keep it to ourselves. Any leak might make other clubs rethink the commonly held belief
thal forest events were uneconomic. The 62CC debacle supported that belief, Our aim was
to be the only applicant for the vacant slot so that there was no question of the ANCC ranking
applications for a forest allocation in which case we would have no guarantee of being first
choice. In any case from my research, | was sure that the name of the game as far as running
a forest event economically was concerned was championships, championships,
championships. That is still my view today, only more s0. The club's experience with the
John Cverend Memorial suggests that championships are now a necessity 10 make any stages
rally economic.

lan North was concerned that if we should obtain a forest allocation, we should then hold a
meeting of all interested NHMC members as soon as possible. 1 was concerned thal we were
not going 0 have an allocation in time 10 go forest in 1986, In the event that proved to be
correct. fan Sadofsky had half-convineced Gordon Forster that we could run a forest rally. He
was the last hurdle, a5 the Forestry Liaison Officer for North Yorkshire (FLO), the Rally
Laason Officer for North Yorkshire (RLOY, the chairman of the Association of Northern Car
Clubs (ANCC) and that Association's representative on the MSA Regional commitiee. His
yes or no made or broke the idea of a North Humberside Motor Club forest rally.

Gordon Forster requested that lan Sadofsky, who had suggested that he would be Secretary of
the Meeting for the event, and myself, whom lan had suggested would be the Clerk, atiend
Gordon's home at Alwoodley to be checked for suitability. Gordon had some lingering doubts
about our technical capabilities of running the event. lan Sadofsky carefully dropped into the
conversation that | was David James' brother, whom he would know from the fact they were
both members of the MSA Regional Commitiee, Gordon asked what David's involvement was
1o be, as he stll lived in London. lan replied he was our technical adviser for regulations,
results, operations and the event's chief timekeeper. Gordon, we discovered was one of



David's fans, heaping hugely praises om David's part on an ad hoc M3A committee and in the
rewriting of a part of the timing section of the bluebook, concluding with a comment
something along the lines of "... on the basis of this discussion gentlemen | shall instruct the
Secretary of the Regional Association to sign your forestry allocation application and you will
have a forest rally in 1987". This meeting would have been in either 1985 or 1986, | cannot
recall which. Any further recollections of this meeting are definitely hazy, my drink is whisky
and | remember Gordon pouring a large amount into a half pint tumbler, | can't remember
what lan was drinking. but 1 do remember him commenting on the way home he was glad we
were in my car and he didn't have to drive.

The ball was now back in lan North's court.  The surreptitious work had been done. The ¢lub
had a forest allocation.  The meeting for all interested members had o be called, and it was,
For the most part there was some satisfaction that the club bad received an allocation. Some
amusing suggestions for those in the know, were made by those in the dark as 1o why we had
received the foresiry allocation! There was apparently some dissatisfaction that some positions
within the organising team had already been filled. There were more doubts expressed as 1o
the capahilities of the semior organisers 1o deliver the goods. Well, now the story has at last
been told, The event has run in the (orests for the last 13 years with most of the core
orgamsers having done many years in their posts.  For example there have only been two Chicf
Marshals and one Entries Secretary in 13 vears. Over the vears we have lost some people
notably Geoff Allen, lan Sadofsky, Ken Sturdy. Steve Darvell and laterly Gavin Heselline
althosgh lan Sadofsky has retumed 1o his original job as Secretary of the Meeting. Sadly we
have also lost Harry Hannah and John Overend who together with David Shipley and Gavin
Heseltine formed our original PR team. Equally well some new faces have joined us, and
some others notably David Shipley and Ken Hailstone have increased their involvement over
the years.

So you may judge for yourselves whether the original secrecy was a price worth paying. It
should be borme in mind however, that many clubs without a forestry allocation including
Malton and York both with forestry event experience would dearly like to have a full-blown
rally in the forests. Noi 1o mention Wakefield, and Ripon who would like more mileage and...

Wakefield Steve Smith the current ANCC Secretary has also floated the idea that the richer
clubs, which by his definition includes all clubs running forest rallies, should share their event
profits with the clubs that marshal Tor them.  His argument 15 no marshals no event, He also
believes that it was just luck that led those clubs o be running forest events in the first place
(probably parily true) and luck that they are still running them (rubbish). He didn't seem to
like my comment that in bad vears the losses should also be shared. But this view is just a
further indicator of how much the clubs that don't have forest rallies would like one.

Back to the plot. That meeting decided the team needed strengthening, Rob Newlove did a
straight job swap with lan Sadofsky, Rob taking on the Secretary's job on the Holderness. 1
don't quite remember how but somewhere about this time Alan Carvell came up as the Eniries
Secretary having a trial ran on the Holderness before covering the forest Crystal. Ken Sturdy
was confirmed as chief marshal, and Rob White remained as joint Clerk of Course.

To Be Continued !



Below are listed some training events run by the two associafions, unfortunately the venues are in
Lincolnshire, some of you may be imterested

APRIL 19™
TOPIC
VENILIE
TIME

MAY 7™
TOPIC
VENLIE
TIME

MAY 2021
TOPIC
VENUE

TIME

MAY 24™
TOPIC
VENUE
TIME

MAY 31
TOPIC
VENUE
TIME

ANEMMC & EMAMC TRAINING EVENINGS FOR 2000

Road Rallying Marshalling

Wheatley Hotel, Thorne Road, Doncaster 08 ref 111 601054

8.00 pm

An informal evening with instruction and discussion on the topic of Road
Rally marshalling. This evening will concentrate on marshalling, not
organising or competing. Come along and find out what it takes to be a Road
Rally martial, you might be surprised

How to help Rescue and Recovery/Incident Management

Manby Showeround, Louth, Lincs. O ref 113 380869

10.00 am onwards

A practical demonstration by Register Recovery and Lincs Rescue.

There will be two demonstrations throughouwt the day by both Rescue and

Recovery. You must produce a valid club card to gain entry to this event
which will be within a motoring orientated show.

Rally Stage Marshalling and associate duties

Newark Showground O35 ref 121 825568

10 am onwards both days

Try your hand at all the duties relating to a stages rally, 1t 15 your weekend to
participate in whatever way appeals to you. There will be a stage set up with
cars giving rally rides. Be it radw or recovery, start or sel up there will be
something for everyone,

Radio Training and the role of the Association within motorspon

The Fosse Way, Ad4é Lincoln — Newark road OS 121 932661

800 pm

Learn about the MSA and the role of the Association within motorsport. Find
out where your club fits into the structure.  Also top up on your radio know
how, This will be a radio traiming session (not communications) learn how (o
use vour radio correctly.

Table Top Rally and navigational training evening

The Haywain Motel, Ulceby Cross OS ref 122 413738

5.00 pm

Learn how to use an (S map and try your hand at road rally navigation. You
may like to bring pencils, rubber, and a roamer i you have one and maps 122
and 113,

Further details on any of the above events available from Avril Clarke (1T) 01724 342821
(M) 0797 G288716  Email:Superavnilaaol.com



ROBIN HOOD STAGES RALLY - SUNDAY 5" MARCH 2000

Car 110 Gavin Ruler/Steve Darvell Escort Mkl RWD Class 3
Car 127 John Coates/Bill Thomas Subaru Impreza Class 5
Car 135 Rob Wilson/Gavin Heseltine Escort Mkll Class 3

This was our first event in Rob's new car, a Mk Il Escort complete with Astra .
valve power, purchased last month from Steve

Magson of Pickering. Apart from a new colour scheme (RJW

Motorsports traditional Red/White/Blue livery) and the fitting of trip meter an:
the car was presented for scrutineering exactly as purchased.

As the event was running a 75 car historic rally at the front of the field it meant a le
start for the "modern” cars. Plenty of time for the usual banter, wind-ups and excus
with fellow NHMC crews.

551 Blidworth 1 2.96 miles

The new intercom performed very well, allowing me to hear *ulk-0g h*!l

coming from the driver throughout the stage. He explained this after the stage as t
expression of surprise and delight at how quick and responsive his new purchase

Car 127 3.24 11W class 14" overall
Car 110 3.28 &' = class 20! = overall
Car 135 3.28 6" =class 20" = overall

S52 Clipstone South 1 5.70 miles
The long straights on this stage caught us out as we found ourselves arriving faste
expecited at some corners, resulting in a spin costing around 10 secs.

Car 127 5.59 (8.23) 10" class 111" overall
Car 110 6.04 (9.32) 3" class 16" overall
Car 1356.15 (9.43) 8" class 22™ overall

553 Birklands 1 3.61 miles

Car 127 3.34 (12.57) 10M class 11" overall
Car 135 3.39(13.22) M class 21% overall
Car 110 3.40 (13.12) 3™ class 16! overall

S54 Clipstone North 1 6,84 miles
Disaster as the car would not rev above about 3500 revs, crawied through the lont
the rally at about 40 mph, caught and passed by three cars, costing almost 4 minu

Car 110 7.00 (20.12) 3™ class 14" overall
Car 127 7.01 (19.58) 9" class 10 overall
Car 135 10.54 (24.06) 17" class 52" overall

Service 1
Resolved the problem with the engine, car running fine again. Out of contention fo
result but at least more mileage for familiarisation purposes



555 Thieves Wood 1.49 miles
These stages are not really long enough as no sooner do you get going than you are at
the finish, still car felt really good in this stage.

Car 127 1.49 (21.47) 9" class 10" overall
Car 110 1.52 (22.04) 39 class 14" overall
Car 135 1.52 (25.58) 17M class 52" overall

S56 Harlow Wood 1.58 miles

Car 127 1.38 (23.25) 9" class 10" overall
Car 110 1.39 (23.43) 3™ class 14" overall
Car 135 1.41 (27.39) 16M class 50" overall

The above short report was done by Gavin Heseltine, it was reproduced from the
Club Web Page.www. northhumbersidemotorclub.co.uk. | f vou have anything
interesting to put on it, or even a car to sell, please contact Alan Gilbert.

The hittle snippet below came from the internet.

I"'m tired !!! Yes, 'm tired. For several years | have been blaming it on middle age,
poor blood, lack of vitamins, air pollution, obesity, dicting, saccharin, under arm
odour, yellow wax build up and a dozen other maladies that make you wonder if life
is really worth living, But I've now found out that it's none ol those - I'm tired
BECAUSE I'm OVER WORKED 1!

The population of this country is 51 milhion. 21 million are retired. so that leaves 30
million 10 do the work.

There are 19 million in school - that leaves 11 million to do the work.

Two million are unemployed, and 4 million are employed by the Government - that
leaves 5 million to do the work,

One million are in the Armed Forces, that leaves 4 million. 3 million are employed by
Local and Borough Councils leaving one million to do the work, There are 620,000
people in hospital and 379 998 in prison ---

That leaves two people to do the work and here YOU ARE sitting here on your bum
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